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The Ordination of Women and the Bigger Picture 
Cecil Schmalkuche 

In recent years female ministers have increased in number, especially in the west, where 
many are leaders, bishops, priests or pastors. In Australia this is most noticeable in the 
Anglican, Uniting and Baptist churches. As ministers they are required to represent God to 
the people and the people to God. (Cf Luke 10:16).  

With this new found authority several female clergy and some male counterparts have 
received the opportunity to change the naming of God. The masculine pronoun, which has 
historically and biblically been essential for describing God’s identity and personhood since 
biblical times, has already disappeared from many liturgies or service orders. Prayers are 
purged of all Father/Son language, indeed, in many churches the Lord’s Prayer has 
disappeared, together with its reference to God as Father or King and the only one whose 
name in holy. The name ‘Father, Son and Holy Spirit has been neutered or made impersonal, 
as in Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer or similar, by being made ‘non gender specific’. The 
wording of the ecumenical creeds is also threatened: We believe in one God, the Father 
Almighty (Nicene) and I believe in God, the Father Almighty (Apostles’). 

This ‘new speak’ has even crept into our Lutheran/Roman Catholic’s most recent 
publication, ‘Living Word, Living Tradition’, in which masculine pronouns and images for God 
are avoided, to the extent that ‘himself’ becomes ‘God’s self’ (para 33).  

In defence it is argued that God is not male. I agree, he is not male, but he is the origin of 
the male and female genders (cf Gen 1:27, his image). Furthermore, God has chosen to 
reveal himself with masculine pronouns and masculine characteristics (King, Bridegroom, 
Father, Warrior, Shepherd) and so we use this language in worship. God is never addressed 
as a female in the bible. God chose male priests to serve at the altar in the old covenant and 
likewise in the new covenant, in the person of Christ. With the feminising of the scriptures, 
the one God YHWH (Yahweh) or monotheism ends up being threatened and even rejected. 
You may well ask HOW? 

God revealed himself to Abram and Sarai as the one, true Lord and God in the Fertile 
Crescent, which was known for its divine couples, male and female gods and temple 
prostitution. The male terminology helped preserve monotheism: the belief in one 
transcendent God. Female terminology on the other hand, evokes the immanent (cf mother 
earth) and polytheism. In her book ‘Re-imagining the Divine’, Laurel Schneider rejects 
monotheism as misogynistic, exclusive and imperial while proposing in the chapter Beyond 
Monotheism a divinity that is ‘unlimited and multiple’ p175. In striving to go beyond 
monotheism Schneider ends up taking us back to the idolatry and polytheism of Canaan. 

The Parliament of the World’s Religions, which met in Melbourne, Dec. 2009, revealed the 
desire of many for the goddess, the divine feminine, and the renewal of indigenous religion, 
which is earth based, polytheistic and not limited by doctrine. This desire often arises from 
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anger with a Father God who is seen as unjust and imperial. Such anger reminds me of 
Jesus’ parable of the lost son, in which the elder son is so angry with his father’s perceived 
injustice that he cannot bring himself to call him ‘father’ (Luke 15:29,30). Likewise many 
today prefer not to call God ‘Father’. Nevertheless the father still calls the elder boy his ‘son’ 
and invites him to celebrate the reconciliation of family, the unity of father and son, the 
marriage of Son and Church and, by extension, the celebration of the incarnation, the joy of 
the divine persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The ordination of women as pastors or priests and especially as bishops is leading inexorably 
to the ‘neutering’ and even ‘feminizing’ of the divine in the liturgy and the rejection of 
monotheism, the first article of our faith. 

Oh heavenly Father, maker of heaven and earth, direct us in the way of truth. 


