Prayer of the Church – Proper 10C
Let us pray with thanksgiving to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has enabled us to share in the inheritance of the saints. Let us ask him to satisfy the needs of the church, the world and those in need.

Heavenly Father: thank you for your mercy toward us each day, and for sending Jesus to suffer and die in our place.  Expose all self-righteousness and self-justification in the world, and humble us all to admit our sin and cling to Jesus as our only hope of eternal life.
Lord in your mercy:	hear our prayer.

We pray for the world and all people broken in mind, body and spirit.  Do not abandon them but send them good neighbours to come to their aid.  Move us to love our neighbours by feeling for their plight and crossing the road to help them.
Lord in your mercy:	hear our prayer.

We pray for the church and for all who've been wounded, ignored or excluded by the church.  Do not close your eyes to their need but send them good neighbours to bind up their bleeding wounds and to pour on the ointment of your love.  Move us to love our neighbours by embracing them with the love of Christ.
Lord in your mercy:	hear our prayer.

We pray for our country and for all people who teach others.  Do not be silent in the face of ignorance and error but send good neighbours to speak the truth in love.  Move us to love our neighbours by properly using both law and gospel in our conversation.
Lord in your mercy:	hear our prayer.

We pray for our community and our families, and for those who suffer trouble and grief, or who are sick and dying.  Feel their pain dear Father, and send them good neighbours to comfort and give practical help.  Move us to love our neighbours by spending time with them, inviting them into our homes, and sharing your mercy to us with them.
Lord in your mercy:	hear our prayer.

We pray for all travelling on the road of growth in the Christian faith.  Teach them well, and send them the Good Samaritan of their souls to give them eternal life through faith in him.  Make us all loving neighbours to those we know to be in special need, and whom we now name silently in our hearts...
Lord in your mercy:	hear our prayer.

Father, teach us to see your own dear Son in the face of all who suffer. May we be your instruments of love and healing in the world. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

