
The Birdwood congregation celebrated the Longest Lutheran Lunch with members of the extended Kowald 
family, who were celebrating a reunion. Consequently our longest lunch stretched from the east to the west 
of Australia, and included our Canadian relative and encompassed family members who were strangers’’ 
before the day. 

On 27 October 1841 Anna Rosina Kowald and five of her children arrived at Port Misery (Port Adelaide), 
South Australia. On 30 October 2011, 170 years later, over 200 descendants of Gotthold Adolph Kowald 
- son of Friedrich Kowald - son of Anna Rosina Kowald, gathered at the Birdwood Lutheran Church to 
acknowledge the goodness of God with thanksgiving and praise and to implore His continued mercies and 
blessings, both spiritual and temporal, on them. Our heritage is a homeland of peace and plenty.

Relatives came from Canada, Victoria, NSW, ACT, Western Australia and the near and far reaches of South 
Australia. Using the talents of family members to lead us, we worshipped beginning 11.00 am in the Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church: the church where many of us were baptised, confirmed or married. Pastor Greg 
Pfeiffer led the service assisted by Professor Adrian Leske and Deane Kowald. The musicians, led by Neil 
Kowald, were all part of the greater Kowald family. The service was followed in the adjoining Peace Hall 
by lunch, a roll call, a yarning session and general socialising, discovery and reconnection. Many also took a 
walk to the local cemetery to search out family members at rest.

Offerings from the day and profits from the sale of the book compiled for the occasion – “From Sawade to 
Australia”, benefitted Australian Lutheran World Service and the Birdwood Lutheran Church.

To God be the glory.

Michael Gladigau for the Kowald family



Children of Gotthold Adolph Kowald: L to R: Don Kowald (87), Olive Hammer nee Kowald (90), Betty 
Kowald nee Gladigau (87)


